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illuminated. With deep satisfaction at the results of the day,
the King wrote that same evening to his daughter Mathilde saying
he was glad that the Austrian, Count Lehrbach, had been present
and had seen how the people felt, and how the students had only
been restrained with difficulty from unharnessing the horses of
the royal carriage. There was tremendous enthusiasm/ he in-
formed his daughter/ x

In spite of all precautions, however, it suddenly became known
in Munich that Lola Montez had been there again. Someone, in
fact, declared that she was still in the country. This made the
people furious. It was rumoured that Lola Montez would before
long attempt to gain the power. This was followed by fresh dis-
turbances in Munich on the i6th of March. The police head-
quarters were stormed, and the Ministry compelled the King to
declare that the Countess Landsfeld had ceased to hold Bavarian
nationality and all the authorities had the right to arrest the lady
if she were found on Bavarian soil.

The declaration, wrung from the King after his dramatic meeting
and the fresh opening of the scarcely healed wound, cut deeply
into his soul. Moreover things did not stop at that; people insulted
him personally, they interfered with his affections, they made him
despicable, and that was the last straw. Great bitterness, even
disgust, overwhelmed him. His feelings were still storm-tossed,
although doubts had again obtained the upper hand and he had
heard fresh things about the dancer the truth of which could not
be denied.

So this woman, for whom he had again been ready to risk
everything, wrecked his whole happiness. Ludwig began to doubt
whether he could possibly continue to carry out his duties as
King in accordance with his convictions. The situation was in-
tensified by portentous events all over the world. Revolution
broke out in Vienna. On the I3th March Metternich had to resign
and fly, and his decaying structure, his 'policy of preservation*
collapsed on all sides.

In Berlin riots and street fighting took place on the i8th March
on the Castle Square. Alarming reports were received from Italy
and everything immediately reacted on Germany as a whole
as well as on Bavaria. In Munich people refused to be persuaded
that Lola Montez was not hidden somewhere in the town. There
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